
 

 
Meeting of:   

 
Middleton Township Committee 

Date: Thursday, 23rd June, 2022 
Time: 6.00 pm. 

 
Venue: Junction Library, Grimshaw Lane, Middleton, 

M24 2BW 
 
Item 
No. 

AGENDA Page No 
 
9   Neighbourhoods - Presentation  2 - 11 

 To receive a presentation from the Director of Strategic 
Commissioning on the development of the Neighbourhoods. 

 

 
10   Play Areas in Middleton Township  12 - 15 

 To consider a report of the Director of Neighbourhoods.  

 

Middleton Township Committee Members 
Councillor Peter Allonby Councillor Paul Beswick 
Councillor Phil Burke Councillor Patricia Mary Dale 
Councillor Neil Emmott Councillor Susan Emmott 
Councillor Peter Hodgkinson Councillor Sara Rowbotham 
Councillor Susan Smith Councillor Carol Wardle 
Councillor June West Councillor Dylan James Williams 
Councillor Peter Williams Councillor Lee Wolf 
Councillor Bernard Wynne  
 

For more information about this meeting, please contact:  
Alison James – Governance and Committee Services 
Telephone: 01706 924711 
E-mail: alison.james@rochdale.gov.uk

Public Document Pack



The Development of Neighbourhoods

Middleton Township Meeting

Claire Richardson

June 23rd 2022
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Context – National Policy

Integrated care across multiple 
organisations and settings 

=
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Why is integration so important?

Issues we face as a system It is not just about Health Care Our Outcomes
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• Following bereavement Belinda refuses 
admission to a care home, despite pressure 
from her daughter who lives in London.

• Belinda wants to remain in her home, she 
loves gardening and her independence.

• However she has recently lost weight due to a 
poor diet

• She gets confused going to local shops due to 
layout change. 

• She has been taken to A&E following a fall and 
staff are concerned about her living alone. She 
has spent a prolonged period at Oldham 
Hospital before she is taken back home.

• Reablement/Home care has been  put in place 
however daughter is still concerned.

• A Visit by a member of the neighbourhood team  
triggered by bereavement.

• AGE UK informed and providing counselling.
• Local shops signed up to dementia friendly 

approach 
• Neighbourhood teams are aware of her weight 

loss and monitor changes in appearance 
• Belinda and her daughter are reviewing her 

situation at home on a regular basis with the 
neighbourhood teams and other professionals

• Care Line and support is provided as well as 
Telehealth to monitor and build her confidence.

• Skin tear following a fall  – care provided at 
home through rapid response team and virtual 
team.

• Neighbourhood Integrated Care plan in place for 
pro-active respiratory care which includes 
voluntary support to aid her hobby of gardening.

As - Is To- Be

What does integration mean for our residents? 
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Our Rochdale Operating Model

• Appointment of a Place Lead
• Development of a Locality Board to 

set the strategic direction for place 
including population outcomes and 
finance

• Development of the One Rochdale 
LCO to be the key delivery 
mechanism for improving services 
for our population to deliver 
improved outcomes 

• Further development of our 
Neighbourhoods model to drive the 
reduction in health inequalities, 
taking an asset-based approach.
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What do we mean by Neighbourhoods

Improv
ed 

Servic
es

• Foundation of our Operating Model
• Based on 30k to 50k population 
• Bring together Primary Care, Community 

Health, Social Care and wider determinants 
of health

• Working at a smaller scale enables us to 
better understand our communities and 
more effectively develop services that 
better respond to local need 

• Alignment with our Townships 
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What do we want Neighbourhoods to achieve?
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Neighbourhood Plan

Alignment– develop geographical and population alignment with Townships and 
Primary Care Networks
Establish Neighbourhood Boards aligned to the aims of the Rochdale Locality Plan 
with a clear governance structure
Neighbourhood Intelligence – Develop Neighbourhood intelligence packs which 
outline population needs and inform the boards to support priority setting at a local 
level
Multidisciplinary teams including GP’s, virtual teams (includes social care, mental 
health, third sector providers) with a strong interface to local assets such as shops, 
community centres, diverse groups, leisure centres
Residents and communities to be included in all stages of the development of 
Neighbourhoods
Enablers such as Estates, Digital and IT for operational delivery and supporting our 
residents to get the right care at the right place 
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Update on progress

• Neighbourhood workshops (for operational teams) have taken place for Heywood 
and Pennines – Middleton and Rochdale workshops are being developed.

• Mapping is currently underway with discussions taking place at a local level and 
workshops arranged to scope how we can better align our services to geography 

• Key outputs from workshops have been positive, people were passionate about 
making the change to an integrated way of supporting people at a local level. Health, 
Social Care and other organisations working without boundaries. A local identity was 
important. 
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Next Steps

Co-produce Boards and develop leadership, including councillors, to implement new 
model of care
Develop key priorities for each Neighbourhood with our residents, councillors and 
other key partners 
Develop a plan for how we will deliver on our shared priorities 
Identify how our professional and clinical staff are trained and equipped to work in a 
more joined up way in Neighbourhoods
Provide regular updates to councillors through Townships, Overview and Scrutiny, 
Cabinet and Member briefings 
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Report to Middleton Township Committee 
 

Date of Meeting 23rd June 2022 
Portfolio Cllr Liam O’Rourke – 

Portfolio Holder for 
Climate Change and 
Environment 

Report Author Ian Trickett  Public Document  
 

 

Play Area Update 
 

 
Executive Summary 
 
1.1 
 
 
 
 
1.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.3 

 
EM Services assessed play area provision and consulted with public and 
Members on future provision. Information gathered has been used to draft a 
Play Area Strategy to be presented to Cabinet later this year for adoption. This 
process identified under provision of play areas Alkrington and Rhodes.   
 
Progress update on dealing with identified under-provision in Alkrington: 
 
The Downes (East Ward) site has been identified and lease agreed and 
completed by Legal for Rochdale Council to lease the land from RBH for 25 
years.  Funding package from Township, s106 receipts and RBH is in place 
to fund the works.  Works started on site at the end of May and completion 
expected by the end of June.  Swings and see-saw are the equipment that 
could be afforded with the initial funding package. 
 
South Ward locations assessment process completed and one potential site 
has been identified behind Mainway.  Complications have arisen from mining 
operations in the area that have led us to move the proposed location within 
the site. The new project is defined and costed.  It is more expensive than 
originally expected due to additional access paths, drainage requirement and 
general cost increases due to Brexit and Ukraine crisis. There is insufficient 
budget currently to progress. 
 
Progress update on creating a new play area for Rhodes: 
 
Desktop assessment Council landholdings for potential play area have been 
carried out.  Meeting with Ward Councillors agreed stand-out location, the 
open space between CroftGates Road & Wellens Way. Planning permission 
not required.  A check will be required from Legal Services for any Covenants 
or other legal restrictions on this proposed land use. 
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There is an investigation ongoing regards overgrown footpath from the 
proposed location to Bond Street.  It is not a designated Right of Way and not 
Council land. Land Registry confirm unregistered.  Advice is now required 
from Legal on the process to adopt the alley. There will be costs and potential 
legal challenge.  This is not the only access to the proposed location of the 
new play area but would significantly improve access. 
 
Funding identified: Funding identified: £93,500 from s106 developer 
contributions (Sovereign Gate, Heywood Old Road, Middleton, Former Car 
Supermarket Site, Morris Homes, planning ref 10/D53587) for park / open 
space improvements and formal sport improvements.  Discretion with 
Members on the split and the location of spend. 

 
 
Recommendation 

 
2.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.2 
 
 
 
2.3 

That a Members decision is provided on allocation of s106, with all £93,500 
from s106 developer contribution (Sovereign Gate, Heywood Old Road, 
Middleton, Former Car Supermarket Site, Morris Homes, planning ref 
10/D53587)  allocated as contribution to the new play area project  
 
As per section 5.4, Members are informed that the s106 funding available is 
not sufficient to deliver the entire play area project. Funding requirement to 
deliver the whole project is £140,000, plus an unknown amount if Members 
wish the potential alley adoption project to be actioned.  This consists of 
£70,000 capital costs for supply and install plus £70,000 lifespan (25 years) 
of safety inspections, maintenance and equipment replacement as required. 
 
A reduced scope play area project (alley adoption scheme not included) can 
be delivered for £93,500.  It will consist of the necessary basic infrastructure 
(fence, gate, signage, bin) plus a set of swings as definite.  Depending on 
quotes an additional lower cost item such as a slide may be able to be 
accommodated within budget. 
 
Additional funding will need to be sought before the full scope project can be 
completed.  This could be from future s106, Township or external grants. 
 
That a Members decision is provided if we are to consult with local residents 
and wider community proposed play area Rhodes or go ahead without wider 
consultation. 
 
That a Member decision is provided if we are to proceed with legal process 
to footpath adoption.  If that is agreed, that Members agree to consider 
Township Commissioning form in due course to cover costs of legal process 
footpath adoption and its clearance. 
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Reason for Recommendation 
 
3.1 
 
 
 
3.2 
 
 
 
3.3 

Play Area Strategy previously accepted by Middleton Township and in 
process to be adopted at Cabinet identifies under provision of Play Area 
Facilities in Rhodes.   
 
There is no Legal requirement to community consult on new play areas and 
no Planning Permission requirement, but Member decision is required if we 
consult as best practice. 
 
Legal process, cost implications and potential legal challenge from residents 
with regards adopting footpath to the site that is not currently Council owned. 

 
 
Key Points for Consideration 

 
4.0  There is insufficient s106 budget to complete the full project.  Only a partial 

scheme can be delivered from the s106 budget allocation. 
 

 
Costs and Budget Summary 

 
5.0 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5.1 
 
 
5.2 

New Play Area full scheme expected costs as follows: 
Capital costs for new play area £70,000 
Revenue costs for additional site inspection and maintenance costs over 25 
years £70,000 
Potential additional cost alley adoption and clearance: £unknown 
Shortfall of funding £46,500, plus the unknown cost of the footpath 
 
The full project will be able to proceed until funding is in place. A partial 
scheme can be delivered with the s106 funding available.   
 
There is also a risk of increase in prices due to fluctuations with inflation/cost 
of materials for the foreseeable future. 
 
 

Risk and Policy Implications 
 
6.1 
 
 
6.2 

If no decision is made, eventually the s106 funding will need to be returned 
to the developer 
 
If funding is allocated and in the future the scheme is found to be impractical 
to be delivered a further report may need to be presented with alternative 
spend options. 
 
 

Consultation 
 
7.1 
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The Play Area Strategy that identified the play provision need in Rhodes has 
been consulted on with Members at Township and the community via 
website / social media consultation. 
 
Ward Members prior to the elections were consulted on the individual 
scheme in Rhodes but local residents / wider community have not.  Member 
decision is requested on if scheme specific consultation with residents and 
wider community should be carried out or not, see section 2.2 
 

 
Background Papers Place of Inspection 

 
8. None   

 

For Further Information Contact: Ian Trickett, Tel: 01706 922073, 
ian.trickett@rochdale.gov.uk 

Page 15


	Agenda
	9 Neighbourhoods - Presentation
	10 Play Areas in Middleton Township

